130          " PEACE WITHOUT INDEMNITIES . . ."

on the ground that the Courlanders, Lithuanians, and Poles had
already decided their own fate. We ought never to have claimed
the arbitrarily instituted or enlarged land-councils as authoritative
representative assemblies. The Russian request for a referendum
should either have been accepted without reserve or replaced by a
demand for a National Constituent Assembly elected by universal
suffrage.1

Summoning the party leaders to meet him on New
Year's Day, Kiihlmann found himself the target of attack
both from the Right and the extreme Left. Westarp, as
usual, was bitter and implacable, frankly opposing recogni-
tion of the right of self-determination. " Herr von Kiihl-
mann has not shown himself a born statesman ", he sneered,
" he has gone far to reduce our glittering advantages to
nothing." Haase, for the Independent Socialists, declared
in favour of the Russian thesis, saying that political life
in the occupied territories was obstructed by military
pressure which must be removed; and Scheidemann
bitterly assailed the Secretary of State for his prostitution
of the principles of the Peace Resolution. Only from the
Centre did Kiihlmann receive support. Fehrenbach ap-
proved his policy, while, outside the conference, Erzberger
took up the cudgels in his defence.

A Crown Council had been summoned for January 2,
1918, and Kiihlmann was well aware of what reception he
might expect at the hands of the Supreme Command. He
therefore insisted on bringing Hoffmann to Berlin with
him, and, proving himself a better strategist than Luden-
dorff, arranged for Hoffmann to be received in audience
by the Emperor on New Year's Day. Wilhelm II had not
seen the General since those hectic days on the Eastern
Front in the summer of 1916 when HLH had been bent
upon the downfall of Falkenhayn. So impressed was he
now that he invited Hoffmann to luncheon at the Schloss
Bellevue and asked him to give his views on the situation.
1 Memoirs of Prince Max of Baden (London, 1928), i. 208.